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Over 100 years of scientific excellence

To promote and safeguard the science 
of astronomy in all its aspects 
including research, communication, 
education and development through 
international cooperation 
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The IAU leads the worldwide coordination of astronomy and 
the fostering of communication and dissemination of 
astronomical knowledge among professional astronomers

IAU Strategic Plan 2020-2030

The IAU promotes the inclusive advancement of the field of 
astronomy in every country

The IAU promotes the use of astronomy as a tool for 
development in every country

The IAU engages the public in astronomy through access to 
astronomical information and communication of the science of 
astronomy

The IAU stimulates the use of astronomy for teaching 
and education at school level
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Mission: 
To help further the use of 
astronomy as a tool for 
development by mobilizing the 
human and financial resources 
necessary in order to realise the 
field's scientific, technological and 
cultural benefits to society.

Credit: IAU 
OAO

Vision: 
Astronomy for a better world!

Vision and Mission

Credit: Mariano Menendez
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Global Reach
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IAU-OAD Focus

Credit: IAU 
OAO

Annual Call for 
Proposals

Theme 2: 
Science 

Diplomacy 
through 

Astronomy

Theme 3: 
Astronomy Skills 
for Development

Theme 1: 
Socio-economic 
Development 

through 
Astronomy

Astrotourism Astronomy for 
Mental Health

Astroskills for 
Development

Flagship 
Projects
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Flagship Projects

Stimulating local economies 
through astronomy

Using Astronomy for Mental 
Well-being

Skills development / leveraging 
astronomy-related expertise to 

address global development 
challenges 
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The OAD’s flagship work is organised around four 
key areas: Resources, Training, Implementation, 
and Community. 

Together, these pillars form part of a dynamic 
ecosystem that provides the tools, knowledge, 
and networks necessary to transform astronomy 
into a driver of positive change for individuals and 
communities across the globe

Flagship Ecosystem

Credit: IAU 
OAO

https://astro4dev.org/flagships-ecosystem/
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Flagship Ecosystem - Resources

Credit: IAU 
OAO

Resources: Open-access toolkits, 
guidelines, case studies, and research.

● Open access to these resources 
ensures that communities, 
practitioners, and decision-makers 
worldwide have the necessary tools to 
build impactful, inclusive, and 
sustainable initiatives.
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● Capacity building is central to the flagship projects, 
recognising that sustainable growth requires equipping 
individuals, communities, and institutions with the 
necessary knowledge and skills. 

● Our primary training tool is a free online course 
introducing flagship fundamentals and providing 
practical guidance for initiative design and 
implementation. This is supplemented by in-person 
training, often co-developed and tailored to specific 
needs, delivered in collaboration with partners and 
regional offices. These sessions combine theoretical 
instruction with experiential learning. 

● Training is further complemented by mentorship and 
peer-learning within the Community of Practice, 
allowing participants to continually develop expertise 
and access ongoing support.

Flagship Ecosystem - Training

Credit: IAU 
OAO

https://astrotourism.astro4dev.org/online-course/
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Implementation: Proposal planning and support, 
seed grants, and Monitoring and Evaluation 
support.

Credit: IAU 
OAO

Flagship Ecosystem - Implementation

Credit: IAU 
OAO
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Annual Call for Proposals

Every year, the OAD conducts a Call 
for Proposals, in which individuals and 
organisations anywhere in the world 
are invited to propose projects that 
use astronomy to address a problem 
or challenge related to development.

Projects

Credit: Mariano Menendez
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Credit: IAU 
OAO

Projects

Credit: Mariano Menendez

African Footprint
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● Top 5 countries reached
a. South Africa
b. Nigeria
c. India
d. Brazil 
e. Colombia

2026 Funded projects:

● 18 projects were selected
● 10 of the projects are on the African 

Continent
● 3 in South Africa

Credit: IAU 
OAO

Projects

Credit: Mariano Menendez

African Footprint
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Community: Community of 
Practice hosted on Discord

● Knowledge Sharing
● Cross-sector Collaboration
● Professional Growth
● Community Building
● Peer learning

Credit: IAU 
OAO

Flagship Ecosystem - Community

Credit: IAU 
OAO

Join our community:
https://discord.gg/QTeSbEteCM

https://discord.gg/QTeSbEteCM
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7. Encouraging the use of astronomy for 
socio-economic development

8. Strengthening the teaching of science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics in schools 
and with the public through the use of astronomy 
and related fields

17. Identifying and preserving indigenous 
astronomical knowledge

19. Inspiring and retaining underrepresented 
groups, including women, to study astronomy.

Credit: IAU 
OAO

How does AfAS fit in?

Credit: IAU 
OAO
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Mission: 
Leverage astronomy and tourism to 
drive economic growth, social 
inclusion, and cultural preservation.

Credit: IAU 
OAO

Travel segment that focuses on 
celestial events, dark sky 
destinations, and sky-related 
activities. 

Astrotourism

Credit: Mariano Menendez

Astrotourism Workshop, Botswana

Photo credit: Dr Matipon Tangmatitham
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The IAU has invested over 100,000 Euros in 
astrotourism projects across 17 countries through the 
OAD annual call for proposals. Projects have conducted 
diverse actions including, but not limited to:

● Training – young people trained to become 
astronomy entrepreneurs, certified tour guides 
trained to add astronomy to their portfolio

● Integration with heritage tourism – foundational 
work to integrate astronomy in existing tourism 
initiatives 

● Course development – creation of an astrotourism 
curriculum at a university

● Scientific tourism route – development of a 
multi-country science tourism route including 
various points of astronomical interest

Astrotourism

Credit: Mariano Menendez
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Credit: IAU 
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Resources

Astrotourism

Credit: Mariano Menendez

Training

SpanishEnglish Persian
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2026 OAD Funded Astrotourism Projects

● Starlight Bridges: Community Astrotourism 
through the ARTEMIS Space Observatory - 
Greece

● Astro Tourism for Development: Storytelling, 
Science, and Socio-Economic Growth in South 
Africa

● Starry Safaris: Astrotourism for Development 
Project in Tanzania

Astrotourism

Credit: Mariano Menendez
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Astrotourism Initiatives Around 
the World

- We are working to collect data 
about astrotourism projects 
and initiatives around the 
world.

How does the AfAS community fit in?

Credit: Mariano Menendez
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Credit: IAU 
OAO

Are you doing any astrotourism?

Credit: Mariano Menendez
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Credit: IAU 
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How does the AfAS community fit in?

Credit: Mariano Menendez

Include your project to the Astrotourism 
Initiatives Around the World



International Astronomical 
Union 26

Credit: IAU 
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Astronomy for Mental Health

Problem:
● Access to mental healthcare is severely 

limited
● Stigma is prevalent
● Resources are scarce
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Astronomy for Mental Health

● By leveraging the inspirational power of 
astronomy and its ability to foster awe, 
perspective, and connection, we develop 
novel approaches that complement 
traditional mental health interventions and 
expand access to support worldwide.

● Using cost-effective and culturally relevant 
astronomy activities, the project seeks to 
create settings for self-exploration and 
reflection.

● Partnership with Stellenbosch University
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Weekend Camps

Astronomy for Mental Health

Credit: Mariano Menendez

Overnight Camps
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Credit: IAU 
OAO

Resources

Astronomy for Mental Health

Credit: Mariano Menendez

Training
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Astronomy for Mental Health/Celebrating our common humanity

Credit: Mariano Menendez
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2026 OAD Funded Astronomy for Mental 
Health Projects

● Stars Offering HOpe (SOHO): Using Astronomy 
to Support Mental Well-being in Uganda’s 
Refugee Camps

Astronomy for Mental Health

Credit: Mariano Menendez
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Implementation: Proposal planning and support, 
seed grants, and Monitoring and Evaluation 
support.

Community: Community of Practice hosted on 
Discord: cross-sector collaboration and peer 
learning.

Credit: IAU 
OAO

The OAD has a flagship ecosystem with 4 key 
pillars.

In Summary

Credit: IAU 
OAO

Training: Free online courses and tailored 
in-person sessions.

Resources: Open-access toolkits, guidelines, case 
studies, and research.
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Credit: IAU 
OAO

Conclusion

Credit: IAU 
OAO
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Credit: NASA, ESA, CSA, and STSc

charles@astro4dev.org
joy@astro4dev.org 

CONTACT US

+27 (0) 21 460 6297

South African Astronomical 

Observatory (SAAO)

@iau_oad

Join our community:
https://discord.gg/QTeSbEteCM

mailto:charles@astro4dev.org
mailto:joy@astro4dev.org

