
Figure 3: The EHT network of telescopes as of 2019

 

Reasons for ideal destination:

Introduction

European Research Council, Radboud University, NWO, NOVA, Nedbank, Balzan Foundation, Mareki Wellness Center, Mindsinaction, INEOS Grenadier, The Village, The Document Warehouse, Gree,
Namibia Scientific Society, Fly Namibia Radoud Radio Lab, gondwana Collection Namibia, Lithon Foundation, Edu-Vision, Perfect Glass & Rossing foundation. 

Radboud University, University of Namibia, University of Amsterdam, University of Oxford, University of Turku, University of Groningen, NOVA, INAF-IRA, JIVE; Metsähovi Radio Observatory,
MIT Haystack Observatory, University of South Africa, University of Pretoria, University of the Witwatersrand, University of Grenoble Alpes, SARAO, IRAM.
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MOBILE PLANETARIUM AS A TOOL FOR ASTRONOMY
EDUCATION IN NAMIBIA 
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The Africa Milimeter Telescope Mobile Planetarium (AMT MP) is a student-led initiative that promotes
astronomy learning in Namibia by strengthening STEM engagement and stimulating scientific curiosity. It
provides an accessible, interactive simulation of outer space, allowing learners and communities to
explore astronomical concepts in an immersive environment. The program aligns with national curricula,
integrates Indigenous knowledge systems, and supports astro-tourism through training for tour guides.  
In recognition of its impact, the team received the Annie Maunder Medal in 2024 from the Royal
Astronomical Society (UK). The initiative continues to expand its outreach and strengthen collaborations
across Africa.

University of Namibia, Windhoek, Namibia

Email address: delightn18@gmail.com

Q. Namene, M. Backes, Z. Duvenhage, H. Davids For UNAM/AMT Mobile Planetarium

Student-led outreach program with 24 student presenters.
Portable inflatable planetarium dome (height: 2.95 m, diameter: 5.90 m).
Provides interactive educational experiences in astronomy and space
science.
Reached over 33,000 visitors in 3 years & has visited all 14 Namibian
Regions. 

North-West University, Potchefstroom, South Africa

1

Role in Astronomy Education

The AMT MP supports national curricula and is used as an instrument to teach astronomy in educational settings.
Contributes to United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
Strengthens astronomy community in Namibia and beyond by linking with other astronomy initiatives. 

Project Overview

In the works: Integration of indigenous knowledge and cultural astronomy to enhance
relatability. 
Collaboration with Nambian Academy for Tourism & Hospitality (NATH) equips tour guides
with astronomy knowledge to support astro-tourism.
Engagement with Indigenous communities to preserve traditional sky knowledge.
Cultural astronomy initiatives contribute to expanding Namibia’s science and tourism
sectors [4].
Partnerships aim to bridge scientific research, education, and economic development.
The planetarium in addition collaborates with the Namibian Scientific Society to host
stargazing events, enhancing public engagement with astronomy.

Impact and Achievements

Educational Approach & Strategy
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Learn More
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Hertiage week x AMTNATH Astronomy Training  @HESS

The project was awarded the Annie Maunder Medal for Outreach  
from Royal Astronomical Society (UK), 2024 Sentiments from learners Learners’ academic results showed improvements in subjects such as  

physics & mathematics. 

NSS STar Gazing Party

Un
ite

d 
N

at
io

ns
 S

D
G

s 
(s

ou
rc

e:
 a

st
ro

4d
ev

.o
rg

)

N
am

bi
an

 N
at

io
na

l C
ur

ric
ul

a 
(s

ou
rc

e:
 n

ei
d.

ed
u.

na
)

Credit: Dr. Sisco Auala

Group Photo

Map of all places the AMT MP has visted

Radboud University, Nijmegen, Netherlands

North-West University, Potchefstroom, South Africa

2

3

1 3 2 1 3 1


	MOBILE PLANETARIUM AS A TOOL FOR ASTRONOMY EDUCATION IN NAMIBIA

